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WELCOME TO THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES FROM THE TRUST 

KPT DEVELOPMENT TRUST
27 FEBRUARY 2026

Telephone: 01848 331435

TRUST OFFICE 
HOURS:

Monday:              10:00 -  4:00     
Tuesday:             10:00 -  4:00
Wednesday:          3 :30 -  5 :00
Thursday:            12:00 -  4:00
Friday:                Bulletin Day

             

KPT COMMUNITY BENEFIT
FUND 

(COMMUNITY HYDRO
DIVIDEND)

NOW OPEN!

For more information and how
to apply,

please contact using the
details below.

Email :  info.kptdt@gmail .com

Website:  www.kptdevlopmenttrust.org
Companies House Reg. SC592235  OSCR Reg No. SC05098

Wellbeing Wednesdays

11:00 am - Stroll in the Park
12:00 - Special £5 Lunch 

1:00 pm - Craft Circle

Thursday 
Take Away Pie Night  

Cafe
4:00 - 6:00pm

 A GIFT FOR GENERATIONS 
GLEBE FIELD: A NEW LEGACY

The directors of Kier, Penpont and Tynron Development
Trust are very happy to announce the purchase of the Glebe

Field at the edge of Penpont for its community housing
project has been completed.

“This is the first big step in the housing project which was
one of the key priorities when the Trust was formed.” said
Maureen Halkett, Trust Chair, “and has been a long time in

the making*.
 

“We are extremely grateful firstly to the Church of Scotland
who agreed to sell us the land a number of years ago and
also to our funders, the Scottish Land Fund and South of

Scotland Enterprise (SOSE). 

This project will see our community group creating nine
community homes in total. 

“This would not have been possible without their backing
and belief in the project and the Trust

.
“I would also like to thank the Trust’s community housing

group, led by Dean Foster, the Trust director who took on the
role of furthering this project and has done so with expertise

and belief in the project. 

                                                             (Continued on page 2)
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“We have also been supported by SOSCH (South of Scotland Community Housing) and this
will continue to assist the Trust through the next stages and hopefully to the conclusion of the
project. Lastly, I need to thank you the community for supporting us. If you had not shown us

the need for local community housing, this project would not have got off the ground.”

James Pattison, Community Development Advisor at SOSE which provided a grant of £30,821
to the project, said:

“It is fantastic to see the progress with this ambitious project, which aims to create nine
community homes on the edge of Penpont.

SOSE encourages our communities to be bold and entrepreneurial, and we are delighted to
support Keir, Penpont, and Tynron Development Trust to address a key local priority from

their Local Place Plan.”

The next phase of the project is to appoint a quantity surveyor to get the next stage started. 
Within the project, allotments and a green community space is planned and it may be that

the project will develop in stages.

If you are interested in the community housing project and would like more information or
would like to get involved in the community housing group, please contact KPT Development
Trust on info@kptdevelopmenttrust.org or pop into the office and speak to Michelle Johnston,

Development Officer. You can also register your interest in becoming a tenant.

(Photo Credit: Dean Foster - View of Glebe Feild taken from Cycle Path entrance (A702))

mailto:info@kptdevelopmenttrust.org


From Hydro-Power to "Garden Girls": Welcoming the Next Generation of Conservationists
Earlier this month, the Development Trust was delighted to host a bright group of Year 3
students from the BSc (Hons) Wildlife & Conservation Management course. As part of their
Community Project Management module, these future experts stepped out of the classroom
and into the heart of our local projects to see real-world conservation in action.

💡 Lessons in the Café
We kicked things off at the 
Three Villages Community Café where Michelle and Maureen led a deep dive into the "behind-
the-scenes" of community work with a challenging Questions and Answers session. From the
grit required to secure funding to the vital task of recording data to evidence local need, no
stone was left unturned.

🌊 Engineering for Good
Next, we headed to the Hydro Scheme. The students weren't just impressed by the technology;
they were fascinated by how it helps to create a sustainable future and generates a modest
income accessible to the community through our Community Benefit Fund. It was also
inspiring to hear their fresh ideas for our green spaces!

🛣️ The Reality of Big Projects
A walk along the Active Travel Path offered an honest look at the "trials and tribulations" of
managing large-scale infrastructure. We shared the lessons we've learned as a small community
group taking on big challenges—a true case study in resilience. As well as explaining our future
aspiration to achieve affordable housing to address local housing needs. 

🐓 A Feathered Finale
We wrapped up the day at Bridgend Community Garden with our wonderful volunteers, Leslie
and David. We toured the composting sites, discussed upcoming growing plans, how we get
water to the garden and peeked inside the polytunnels. But let’s be honest: while the field trip
was great, it was our "Garden Girls" (the chickens) who truly stole the show!

SCOTLAND’S RURAL COLLEGE (SRUC) | BARONY CAMPUS
YEAR 3 FIELD TRIP

Course Lecturer: Lucy Thornton let us know that, “The students said it was such a great trip as
they got to see the project in person which was really valuable for them. We will be back

next year with our new 3  year cohort”.rd



DATES FOR THE DIARY



SAVE THE DATE

KPT Development Trust are excited to be
hosting The KM Rally over the May Bank
Holiday weekend once again this year.  

We have now gone live with bookings! 

We are still confirming the led bike routes
and aim to publicise these soon.

Watch this space!

We have confirmation that the very much
looked forward to and celebrated Sunday
Keir Cake Raid will be hosted by the Keir

Village Hall Committee.

We have The Roving Pedlar’s back again this
year for you to Ceilidh the Saturday night

night away.

We will also be hosting our new Outdoor
BBQ!

As this event is growing year by year there
will be a number of volunteering

opportunities available. 

We will be looking for people to meet and
greet and generally help people to find their

way around,

If you’d like to assist with a led bike ride
then please get in touch.

 Keir Village Hall Committee are mighty
bakers but they are few in numbers - so any

help will be greatly appreciated towards
baking and or helping with the BBQ or

Ceilidh. 

If you are interested in volunteering please
get in touch with Michelle J.



Rural Health & Wellbeing

Keir, Penpont and Tynron Development Trust (KPTDT) have a
number of activities and groups that are designed to help
keep local residents healthy and active, reduce loneliness and
generally improve our sense of wellbeing. Each of our
activities and groups are open to all and most are offered free
of charge or at a reduced cost. 

If anyone living locally is interested in any of the groups or
activities shown on this poster, but is faced with barriers to
their participation, please do get in touch with us for an
informal chat about how we can support you to join in. Please
also note that our activities and groups may be subject to
change and places on certain activities may be subject to
availability. So it is advisable to get in touch prior to attending. 

There are also other opportunities available that are not shown
here, such as volunteering in Bridgend Community Garden
orwith our community food sharing activities, so please do
check our Facebook Page (KPT Development Trust) and our
website: www.kptdevelopmenttrust.org

For further information, or if you have any questions, please
get in touch with Michelle Johnston (Development Officer)
on 01848 331 435 or email:
info@kptdevelopmenttrust.org 

Companies House Reg. SC92235 OSCR Reg No. SC050980
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SATURDAY 
  (10:30 to 12:30) 

Come on down to the garden and help us get a
new tarpaulin up on the chicken run.

Spend time with the hens!

Thursday
(2:00 - 4:00)

Join us for an afternoon of gentle gardening,
companionship and general outdoorsy (ish) tasks!

BRIDGEND COMMUNITY GARDEN

SEED SWAP
Sunday 15th March 2026

12-4pm
📍 Location: Old School Thornhill (OST)

Thornhill, Dumfries
DG3 5DF

Get your green thumbs ready for a fun-filled
afternoon of swapping seeds, exchanging

gardening tools, and enjoying a cract activity for
the kids. Whether you’ve got fruits, veggies,

flowers, or even bird seeds - bring them along and
share with others!

What to Expect:
✨ Free seeds and seedlings

✨ Gardening tools
✨ Kids' Craft Activity

...and so much more garden themed fun...

Join us for a day in the
garden tomorrow morning
- 10.30am. The weather is
looking not too bad for

finally fitting the tarpaulin
to the chicken run roof.
Some other wee tidying
jobs to be done before

seed sowing days in the
coming weeks. 

Spring is in the air!! 

Saturday Group



UPDATES FROM THE CAFÉ 
 

Three Villages Café Loyalty Card changing
to a Discount Card

The Trust directors are delighted to
introduce a new 5% discount card that all of
our customers can apply for. Along with this
discount, card holders can be entered into a
monthly draw every time they visit the café
and once they pay their bill. The prize(s) for
the draw may be a freshly baked cake,
vouchers for the café, home made jam, free
range eggs etc. depending on the turnover
for the month.

The 5% discount card will be available soon
and  the 10% loyalty card will be stopped.

Maureen will transfer the current loyalty
card holders number and information over
to the new discount card. Customers can
then pick up their discount card from the
café. For those who do not have a loyalty
card, they can get a discount card whenever
they are in the café.




