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WELCOME TO THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES FROM THE TRUST 

KPT DEVELOPMENT TRUST
17 OCTOBER 2025

Telephone: 01848 331435

TRUST OFFICE 
HOURS:

Monday:           10:00 -2:00
Tuesday:           12:00 -  4:00     
Wednesday:     10:00 -  2:00 
Thursday:         12:00 -  4:00             
Friday:              10:00 -  2:00

KPT COMMUNITY BENEFIT
FUND 

(COMMUNITY HYDRO
DIVIDEND)

NOW OPEN!

For more information and how
to apply,

please contact using the
details below.

Email :  info.kptdt@gmail .com

Website:  www.kptdevlopmenttrust.org
Companies House Reg. SC592235  OSCR Reg No. SC05098

Wellbeing Wednesdays

11:00 am - Stroll in the Park
12:00 - Special £5 Lunch 

1:00 pm - Craft Circle

Thursday Pie Night - Cafe
4:00 - 6:00pm

UPDATES  FROM THE CHAIR

KEIR VILLAGE HALL - A JOB WELL DONE!
Over the summer, Keir Village Hall has been the subject of
substantial refurbishment work that has seen the
replacement of the toilets to provide modern, accessible
facilities, internal repainting and the provision of a ramp
access. Organised by Keir Community Council and
supported by Foundation Scotland through wind farm
benefits, thanks go to: John Bergin of Rural Properties UK,
from Throughgate for the toilet renovation; Steven
Carruthers from Dumfries for the internal painting; Frank
Skatchill of Glenmidge for the construction of the ramp
access; and also to Linda Hay for the cleaning of hall and
kitchen after completion of the work. 

The newly painted hall and the beautful new accessible toilet.
(Photos courtesy of Chris Shirley)

I am sure we can all agree that this is a marvelous
transformation. A big change with an even big impact
ensuring the continued use and enjoyment of the Keir Village
Hall for many years to come. Many thanks and well done to
Keir Community Council and to all involved. 



Thanks to funding granted from the Community Benefit Fund (CBF) an all day Halloween
Workshop was available for up to 12 children/young people. The workshop was designed and
delivered by Linda Hay (Hayjavu Crafts). The workshop run at full capacity in Keir Village Hall
on Wednesday 15  October. The Halloween workshop was a great successs, and very much
enjoyed by all those who participated,  All of the children/young people said that they had
enjoyed making their spooky Halloween decorations, working as a part of a group and they
all really loved the newly refurbished hall. Linda Hay said that it ‘has been great to be able to
use the hall, everyone has has enjoyed being creative and having fun in a safe environment’. 

th

The funding also covered all of the children being provided with a packed lunch. Lunches
were provided with thanks to the Three Villages Community Cafe.  

All in all there were six different Halloween activities set to keep everybody busy throughout
the day: Mask Making; Mexican Day of the Dead Latterns; Decorative Broomsticks; Witch
Puppets. Halloween Biff Bats and Colour Your Own Treat Bag. 

Linda Hay further added that ‘as well as myself, the children and parents/guardians are all so
grateful and appreciate being given this opportunity to be able to take part in this workshop
- thank you to KPT Development Trust’. A very big thank you to Linda for organising this.

KEIR VILLAGE HALL GETS SPOOKY  WITH HAYJAVU CRAFTS



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

British Legion Poppy Pattern - 
Slightly Frilled Poppy
 Cast on 120 stitches. Rows 1-4 Knit Row 5
Knit 3 stiches together across the row (40
stiches) Rows 6-9 Knit 
Row 10 Knit 2 stitches together across the
row (20 stitches) Rows 11-14 Knit Row 15
Knit 2 stitches together across the row (10
stitches) Cut yarn leaving a tail of about
20cm. Thread tail through yarn needle
and slip all the remaining live stitches
onto the yarn tail and pull tight. Pull
around into a circle and then stitch seam.
Sew in ends. Centre of Poppy Using B, cast
on 16 sts. Cast off. Coil into a tight spiral
and sew base to the centre or use a black
button to create the centre of the poppy. 

KPT CRAFT CIRCLE ARE
ALSO LOOKING TO MAKE

A NEW POSTBOX
TOPPER



Deputy Medical Director and GP Dr Grecy Bell  said:  “We often hear from staff
about what needs to improve,  but patients sometimes see things differently.
These events are a chance to consider everything we’ve heard to date,  and to
make sure that what’s taken forward ref lects the needs of everyone.”

Feedback from the pop-ups will  feed into a comprehensive plan for the future
of GP services in Dumfries and Galloway.

Health officials aim to present detailed proposals early next year,  ensuring
services meet the needs and expectations of local communities.

Residents are encouraged to attend the pop-up events in their  area.

Dates,  t imes,  and locations are being shared through social  media channels.

For more information,  or to express interest in attending,  people can contact
the GMS Review team at dg.shapingthefutureofgms@nhs.scot 

Your views on your GP practice are
being sought,  and a series of pop-up
events across Dumfries and Galloway
are giving you the chance to have your
say

The GMS Review began in December
2024 and has already gathered insights
from healthcare professionals about
rising patient demand, workforce
pressures,  and the need for improved IT
systems. It ’s  spoken to wider
stakeholders,  and heard from patients
about some of the challenges they face,
and what they would l ike to see in the
future.

The pop-up events are designed to be
quick,  simple,  and convenient -  no
appointment is  needed. Questions are
straightforward,  with no jargon, simply
asking one simple question -  what
matters most to you about your GP
practice?

HAVE YOUR SAY ON...GP PRACTICES

Thornhill: Drumlanrig Cafe. 13  Nov 3pm - 6pmth



RURAL HEALTH & WELLBEING - AUTUMN ACTIVITIES



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Michelle J is looking for some ideas from the
community to offer up new Rural Health &
Wellbeing Activities. Beneficiaries must be

aged 18 and over. 

So, if there are any health and wellbeing
activities or group suggestions that you would
like to come along and share with Michelle J.

please pop along to KPT Office to discuss.

All ideas greatly appreciated and welcomed. 

RURAL HEALTH & WELLBEING



TUESDAY GROUP 

This week our Tuesday Group found themselves hugelling!
We experimented with first of the Autumn fallen leaves and
branches to make our first Hugelkultur Bed. 

Michelle J. was keen to implement this permaculture bed-
building technique called hügelkultur, in which waste
wood is used as the base layer in compost-filled mounds.
Hugelkultur (pronounced HOO-gel-kul-tur). Layers of wood,
cardboard, leaves and woodchip have all been applied. A
layer of rich mulch/compost will be eventually added and
and then we’ll have to simply wait and watch for the magic
to unfold.  Hopefully, it can be planted up early next year.

BRIDGEND COMMUNITY GARDEN

Growing Together!

COMMUNITY CALL TO ACTION!

Or, please pop into the KPTDT office to sign up as a new member!



COMMUNITY CAFE NEWS

1 red onion, finely chopped
jar red currant jelly
1 medium chilli or chilli flakes
dried cranberries

 

Last Saturday’s Harvest Supper went really well with lots of people asking for the
recipes for some of the dishes. Over the next couple of weeks we will publsh some of
the recipes, starting this week with the beetroot gratin (see below).
The next event will be a Saturday Supper on Saturday, 15  November and bookings are
now being taken. A supper quiz night is also being organised. More next week.

th

The Wednesday Special is still popular and we are looking at extending it to Thursday
and Friday lunchtimes if we can get a grant to subsidise it. We’ll keep you posted. 
Billy and Harry open late on a Thursday to distribute the free pies, but you can also
come in  and  enjoy a meal from the menu.  
This Friday, Billy will be cooking at the Tea Time Club as Maureen is away.  

Red Currant Relish Recipe

METHOD
Gently warm the red currant
jelly. Stir in the rest of the
ingredients, cook for a few
minutes. Serve.


